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Abstract

This paper is a collective statement from over 250 scholars and practitioners across
the world in the speech-language-hearing sciences and related disciplines, who are
responding to the profound suffering and ongoing genocide faced by Palestinians in
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Gaza. In our shared roles as advocates for communication and human rights, we
confront the silence, complicity, and silencing tactics of major professional
institutions, whose ostensible neutrality obscures the full scale of this humanitarian
crisis. We center the experiences of Palestinians with communication disabilities in
order to bear witness to their lives and to awaken our ethical and professional
responsibilities. Through the stories of Muhammad, Omar, Moaz, and others, we

urge a collective breaking of silence on behalf of all impacted by genocide in Gaza
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and around the world. We call for a commitment to professional ethics grounded in
a moral clarity that aligns with anti-racist, anti-colonial, and disability justice

principles. Our stance is both a protest against inaction and a plea for accountability,
pressing the global community to recognize and support the humanity, dignity, and
rights of Palestinians in Gaza.

We can learn to work and speak when we are afraid in
the same way we have learned to work and speak when
we are tired. For we have been socialized to respect fear
more than our own needs for language and definition,
and while we wait in silence for that final luxury of fear-
lessness, the weight of that silence will choke us.

-Audre Lorde

We are 258 speech-language-hearing sciences schol-
ars, speech-language therapists/pathologists, audiolo-
gists, and related language practitioners and scholars
from fifteen known countries of affiliation' who occupy
diverse positionalities, but who are united in our outrage
and brokenheartedness over the massive scale of human
suffering in Gaza (see Appendix for signatories and au-
thoring members of The Languaging and Human Rights
Collective). Among us are those who carry personal
memories of witnessing genocide and/or experiences of
deep injustice that bring profound existential questions
and provocations. What does it mean to be human in a
world where we witness such atrocities yet remain part
of systems that fail to intervene? How do we reconcile
our professional identity with the silence of institutions,
both within and beyond our professions, that stand idly
by or, worse, offer narratives that dehumanize Palestini-
ans and justify genocidal acts? We state from the out-
set that naming the situation in Gaza as genocide is well

justified (United Nations, 1948; University Network for
Human Rights, 2024), but this is not primarily a political
commentary. Although politics is inseparable from any
call to action, we offer an appeal to our collective human-
ity. In an environment where people are punished for
speaking up for Palestinian human rights (Blake, 2024;
United Nations, 2024), in which support for Palestinian
humanity is conflated with antisemitism (Salaita, 2024),
we foreground Palestinian stories and voices to urge an
end to inaction, complicity, silence, and silencing in the
face of historic brutality.

A Palestinian speech-language therapy/pathology col-
league states:

| find myself questioning the very fabric of relation-
ships with long-standing friends—people | care
about deeply who fail to speak out/remain indiffer-
ent/are oblivious to our pain. The harsh realities we
face are tearing at the bonds we've shared. What
does it mean to maintain these connections, and is it
even possible in light of such events?

As a mother of two, I've raised my children to believe
in justice, but now | fear for the sacrifices they may
make in standing up for what's right. Are these sac-
rifices justified? What does it mean to be an Arab
in this context, particularly when so many Arab na-
tions have remained silent or complicit in the face

a Corresponding email: languaging.human.rights@gmail.com

1 Known countries of affiliation include Australia, Botswana, Canada, England, France, Ireland, Jordan, Lebanon, New Zealand, Scot-

land, Singapore, South Africa, Spain, Tunisia, United States
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of genocide? (Anonymous, personal communication,
September 20, 2024)

We must grapple with our roles in these times. Our
disciplines, grounded in the belief that communication is
a human right (American Speech-Language-Hearing As-
sociation, 1997 - 2024a), have been disturbingly silent
when presented with an ongoing genocide. With the no-
table exception of the New Zealand Speech-Language
Therapists’ Association (2024), institutions and associa-
tions representing us and claiming to fight for social jus-
tice (e.g. American Speech-Language-Hearing Associa-
tion, Royal College of Speech and Language Therapists
[RCSLT], Speech Pathology Australia, Irish Association of
Speech and Language Therapists [IASLT], South African
Speech Language Hearing Association) have not asserted
a position against the genocide of Palestinians. When
pushed for statements, these organizations have deliv-
ered declarations that are strategically “neutral” with lan-
guage that obscures the scope of devastation and human
suffering (e.g., “conflict in the Middle East” in contrast
to “genocide”). They have also employed silencing tactics
such as demanding compliance with communication
policies (RCSLT, n.d.) or claiming that events beyond a na-
tional border are ‘out of scope’ (IASLT, n.d.). These tac-
tics of suppression and avoidance are maintained by pro-
fessional associations even in country contexts in which
the public and political rhetoric is decidedly sympathetic
to the Palestinian situation - as is the case in Ireland
and South Africa. Whether through non-engagement or
outright suppression, our professional bodies have failed
spectacularly in living up to their moral principles. This
inaction on the part of our professional institutions has
also been called out by the Anti-Racism Advocacy Group
in Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology (Groupe d‘ac-
tion antiraciste en orthophonie et audiologie - GAAROA) in
Québec (GAAROA, 2024). We stand in unity with our col-
leagues in GAAROA to call for breaking the silence and
speaking out against ethnic cleansing and genocide.

We have become familiar with the types of brutality
imposed by institutions like the academy that mask vio-
lence with silence. The genocide in Gaza has been both
implicitly and explicitly condoned, along with aggressive
repression of those who protest it, including through the
increased militarization against campus protests decry-
ing the mass murder of Palestinians (e.g., Deeb & Wine-
gar, 2024; Orleck, 2024; Tafari, 2024), systemic suppres-
sion of such protests (Walker, 2024), and threats to
deport Black and Brown international students (Farfan,
2024, Jones, 2024; Klee, 2024). Departmental leadership,
including colleagues in speech, language, and hearing
sciences at influential institutions, have also been com-
plicit with their silence and silencing in the dehumaniza-
tion of Palestinians.

This moment is not for acquiescing or for tolerating
what is deemed outside of our control. As we witness ex-
traordinary systemic violence, we are called to acknowl-
edge our professional and ethical responsibility, to speak
out, and to engage in action to stop the silence and the
silencing. This reflection is a call to critically examine our

ostensible “neutrality” and acknowledge its incompatibil-
ity with the foundational principles of our professional
mission.

At this time, the lives and stories of Palestinians with
communication disabilities matter acutely, but are we at-
tending to them? Are we talking about their plights or
amplifying their voices? In an ongoing genocide, disabled
individuals are among the most vulnerable (Bro, 2021;
Loh, 2024; Pons et al., 2022). Yet we have witnessed as
they get rendered into faceless statistics - death tolls,
injury counts, and displacement totals. Corpses pile up,
and we look away, and in doing so, they become invisible,
disposable, and dehumanized. We forget the brutality
that is inflicted on the disabled, i.e., the shocking levels
of degradation and torture imposed on their bodies to
intensify dehumanization, an age-old colonial tactic ap-
plied to the marginalized and colonized.

How does our silence and that of our associations
square with our disciplinary commitment to ensure ac-
cess to meaningful communication as a human right
(Speech Pathology Australia, 2024)? How is it that we are
witnessing the systematic destruction of lives, homes,
educational institutions, and hospitals and allowing it to
unfold without speaking out? Tens of thousands have lost
their lives and their loved ones. Their homes have been
reduced to rubble. They live in constant fear of violence.
Whose communication is outside the boundaries of hu-
man rights in this context? How is being silent not a form
of pathological ignorance and complicity?

In spite of horrific violence, so many continue to hold
on to hope, striving to raise global awareness and re-
fusing to let the light of their humanity be extinguished.
Their stories matter. They illuminate the urgent need for
us to break our silence, to bear witness, and to account
for our own efforts (and failures) to take a stand.

Muhammad Rahle

Muhammad is a young deaf child with a cochlear im-
plant (Cl). He was forced to flee from northern Gaza with
his mother and sister, leaving behind his father and
brother. During their displacement, they encountered Is-
raeli soldiers who separated Muhammad from his family
for “investigation.” The soldiers removed his Cl proces-
sor, rendering him unable to hear or understand their
questions. Then Muhammad was severely beaten for not
responding. Fortunately, he lived to tell his story. At the
time of the interview, Muhammad was staying in a school
for displaced individuals, sharing his account of the trau-
matic events he experienced (Al Hadath, 2024):

ol V2B S

They beat me and dropped my device

o dle Gy Wall o gedl (paey deliall e Us )

We went to the industrial area, then the

Israeli hit me on my feet

el VsaBy Cpamy Slead) ) sads Sleadl (e

Then the device, they dropped the device then they
dropped the device

ol Ll pal) o (5 ph Lindie Tk jla ey
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Then bombing started we walked along the sea we
found bombing

U JST 51 gile Gl 8 el ) ST ey

Then they ate people, some people died, and dogs ate

We walked by the sea a lot a lot

I sile il

And people died

ol U s (e

Then we reached the monastery

OES S (g oY i)

I miss my dad a lot a lot

s

I love him

Are speech-language therapists/pathologists and au-
diologists aware that individuals with communication dis-
abilities, like Muhammad, become targets during geno-
cide? The very sight of disability (in the form of a cochlear
implant in this case) at the intersection of being Pales-
tinian becomes an impetus for grave abuse, torture, and
killing. How are we addressing the heightened vulnerabil-
ities faced by Palestinians with communication and sen-
sory disabilities? Have we acknowledged Muhammad's
dehumanization as part of broader crimes against hu-
manity and contravention of international law?

Omar

The war and ongoing genocide in the context of
decades of occupation have made it almost impossible
for deaf Gazans to effectively access their environment
and optimally communicate, including for survival pur-
poses (Loh, 2024). For deaf Palestinians whose family use
sign language(s), power blackouts make communication
gravely difficult at night and bodily injuries can disrupt
the ability to communicate altogether (Loh, 2024). For
those who use assistive technologies (e.g. hearing aids),
maintaining those devices, obtaining batteries, repairing
damages sustained have become nearly impossible (Loh,
2024). Omar is a child from northern Gaza whom we un-
derstand to be deaf or hard of hearing and who appears
to communicate with his mother through spoken lan-
guage. For four months, he had been unable to use his
hearing aids due to a lack of batteries. Organizations pro-
viding support for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing in north-
ern Gaza, such as the Atfaluna Society for Deaf Children,
have been closed, barely operational, displaced, or even
bombed (Loh, 2024). In the video link below, we witness
Omar and his mother as they discover batteries beneath
the rubble of their home. The moment when Omar puts
on the batteries and resumes the use of his hearing aids
is captured in the transcript below (Quds News Network,
2024).

S sl e

Omar: Alo Alo

F 5 e

Omar: | hear

$ s B 13l

Adult: Is there a sound?

ol ol - e

Omar: Yeah ahhhhhhh

S palas -y

Adult: Can you hear?

o - yac

Omar: Yeah!

ol palis oy L A -l

Adult: Say, God, let the war end

ol paliic, - e

Omar: God, let the war end

Omar’s smile and the happiness on his mother's face
reflect their relief at this moment. Omar exclaims a long
“ahhhh” indicating satisfaction in Arabic, expressing at
least a temporary reprieve amidst the horrors of geno-
cide. It is crucial that we keep the experience of individ-
uals like Omar at the center of our practice, especially
in these dire times. The narratives that emerge during
genocide are complex and they also confront us with the
reality of our human experience. We witness the per-
sistence to have communication and environmental ac-
cess in the most wretched of circumstances, fueling hope
and resolve. What Omar shows us is that such hope and
resolve can be a form of resistance in a reality of an
“unapologetic will to massacre” Palestinians (Sargent &
Friedner, 2024, p. 1)

Some stories challenge us with the gruesome reality of
death. The story of Muhammad Bhar, below, tears at the
heart. But it is crucial to share his account because such
narratives resonate across many contexts of genocide.

Muhammad Bhar

Muhammad was a 24-year-old man from Gaza who
had Down syndrome and autism. On June 27, 2024, dur-
ing a raid by Israeli troops in the Shujaiya neighborhood,
his family was forced to hide in their home amidst in-
tense bombardment. When soldiers stormed the house,
they unleashed combat dogs, which attacked Muham-
mad. In a video-recorded interview, his mother, Nabila
Ahmed Bhar, recalled the desperate screams of her son
as he struggled to free himself from one of the dogs (Al
Jazeera, 2024). The last words she heard him utter to the
dog biting him were:

Enough my dear enough

His mother pleaded for the soldiers to stop the dog
from tearing at Muhammad, but instead, they forced the
family to leave at gunpoint and did not allow them to take
him. Muhammad was taken to another room, still bleed-
ing, and given “special water,” thought to be sedatives,
by a military doctor (Hussaini, 2024). For seven days, the
family waited for the soldiers to leave their home, during
which time Muhammad was trapped in a room. The fam-
ily was forced to leave at gunpoint, and when they finally
returned, they were met with the horrifying sight of his
decomposing body covered in maggots (Hussaini, 2024;
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Keane, 2024). Muhammad shows us that even with blood
seeping out of his open wound, he had the capacity to af-
ford dignity to himself and even compassion to the dog
brutally attacking him. Autistic” individuals are mischar-
acterized as lacking theory of mind and empathy, but his
words, “Enough my dear enough,” show that to be untrue
and teach us something deep. It compels us to activate,
to heed a higher call for action that comes from compas-
sion and a sense of urgency. The horror of Muhammad's
death underscores the cruel impact of genocide, not only
on those who lose their lives but also on their families
and communities. How can we escape our responsibility
of being witnesses not only to the attack on Muhammad,
but to the participation of a healthcare professional in
killing him instead of saving his life?

The engagement of health professionals in systemic
violence is not a new phenomenon (Nuriddin et al., 2020).
Historically, we have seen their involvement evident in
various contexts, highlighted by the reported participa-
tion of psychologists in the interrogation practices at Abu
Ghraib (APA, 2014). This troubling legacy prompted the
American Psychological Association (APA) to adopt a res-
olution in 2015 stating that psychologists “shall not con-
duct, supervise, be in the presence of, or otherwise assist
any national security interrogations.” (APA, 2015, p. 5).
Such a resolution marks a crucial collective acknowledg-
ment of the responsibility that health professionals have
to denounce violence and advocate for vulnerable peo-
ple, including children with disabilities, to advocate for
access to safety, and to demand an end to genocide. We
must grapple with our accountability when we fail to take
a stand. There is a vital role for us to play in fortifying our
commitment to the ethical standards of our professions,
particularly in the context of genocide and systemic op-
pression.

The current genocide in Gaza has been ongoing for
more than a year and those with disabilities are dispro-
portionately affected (Rahimi & Hag, 2023). The murder
of Muhammad is one of the most horrifying stories that
has emerged so far in this genocide. Muhammad's
mother stated, “we couldn't save him, neither from them
nor from the dog” (Keane, 2024). Muhammad's story is
undoubtedly one that has reached “new depths of hor-
ror” (Islamic Relief UK, 2024). For those in our professions
and wider humanity, it raises critical questions of the in-
tersection between disability, genocide, ethics, social jus-
tice, international law, dehumanization, and degradation
of human dignity.

5-year-old Moaz

In this report, (Yaser, 2023), Maysoon the mother of a
five-year-old boy named Moaz, who was diagnosed with
autism three years earlier, talks about the toll of these re-
lentless stresses:

“m g s she S chndl Joa ous 4l Ry ol F) pea il Jsh
el s¥) S el Ua g Jlall US i e gy (e cpabiall (o yuin s Cauaill ¢l gual
2y (S Al dde alie 1) 5 ol JS (e i e 50 40 98 5 (il (b
Al JBY qnms”

“He is screaming and crying all the time, covering his
ears and spinning around, very frightened by the sounds of
bombings and gunfire. Since we left our home and moved
to the shelter in the south, he has been lost, afraid of every-
thing, and if | take my eyes off him for a second, he could
run away and get lost, God forbid.”

As the family fled from northern Gaza to a shelter in
the south, the mother shared:

el bl 5 a5 Adpalae 48 ) Sl S e ol ¢ S Al 4y
A eala JS il 3 5 Aa el (B Le e U e el s A jae gl Ul
gl Jsh dae all O a¥l s (Su o ¢ oma (s sds B (550 A IS
L sam allagy Lo cJacal 53 Y 5 (oS e La g aDUSY aad 5 W jaay”

“His entire routine has changed; he left the rehabilitation
center where he had his teachers and friends, and our home
was bombed. We have been in a shelter at a school with
other displaced people for a month; there is no privacy, and
his whole life has been disrupted. He is very scared, flapping
a little, then screaming or crying. He constantly makes an-
noying sounds and has completely stopped talking; he no
longer communicates and doesn’t look us in the eyes.”

Maysoun reveals that Moaz is also in need of medica-
tion for his seizures, and since there is no access to med-
ication, his seizures are not managed.

Missing Children

Moaz's mother expressed a constant fear of losing her
child. Her fear is well-founded, as there have been multi-
ple reports of missing children who have disabilities. One
heart-wrenching example is from a father interviewed on
television, desperately searching for his son. During the
report, the father holds up a picture of his child on his
phone and pleads for help (Aljazeera Mubasher, 2023):

“Caalll ey el cild ) (paig At pdie S e can g sdie i U
o doal 5 Y5 i Y VL iy adde s Uy Canll (g 258 )
Cipm ey el ye Al i ol die (i Las 2 ga ga ey el S Ciady Jas
sl A e aashea ol Y Gilie Lo glSe sl 0sSh Jlaia) iy laall
dsase i Ul oaic dagles ol Lidaey oY U 4 apeall 2y Uiy 45 5a
oaiidi Ald Il (b sz som (e Ul 5 Ll ddiinay”

"My son has autism; he is thirteen and a half years old.
After the intense bombing at night, he ran away from home
at dawn, and I've been searching for him ever since. There is
no communication—no internet, no phone connections. | in-
formed everyone, but there is no sign of him, no information
at all. My son is unaware of the danger; he could be any-
where. We have no idea where he is. This is his picture, and
I'm pleading with everyone, if anyone finds him or has any
information, please let us know. I'm here at Al-Shifa Hospi-
tal, and | won't leave. This is our first night without him."

This tragic case highlights the unique and devastating
impact of genocide on disabled children and their fam-

2 Terms such as autistic & disabled are used in consistence with the preferences of many disability and neurodivergent advocates for

identity-first language (Brown, 2011).
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ilies. People with communication disabilities, especially
youth, are under great risk as the occupying army can
perceive them as being non-cooperative or threatening.
Such stories emphasize the dire need for us to advocate
for their protection and their right to safe living and com-
munication access.

We center these stories to show the brutality of tyran-
nical times on disabled bodies facing genocide. In a field
that demands person-centered and evidence-based
practice, we need to make it possible for more margin-
alized voices, those overlooked, unseen, and unheard,
to share their accounts. They hold the key to our collec-
tive humanity. We also need to protect intellectual com-
munities that fall under attack. Palestinian scholars and
academic gatherings are often targeted, significantly sti-
fling research advancement (UN Media Center, 2024). For
example, Shellah (2024) recounts that on the eve of a
scientific event, Palestinian Women in Science, on March
8, 2023, Israeli soldiers raided Jenin, resulting in deaths
and forcing the cancellation of the event. Since October
2023, Gaza has experienced the deliberate and system-
atic destruction of schools, universities, and research in-
stitutions (Desai, 2024a, 2024b; United Nations, 2024),
leading to the loss of professors, teachers, and students
and the disruption of intellectual life in Palestinian soci-
ety. As of September, 625,000 children in Gaza are with-
out schools (UNRWA, 2024). All universities in Gaza have
been wholly or partially destroyed. (Desai, 2024b). At
least 10,490 school-aged and university students have
been killed, and 16,700 more have been injured (Al
Mezan Center for Human Rights, 2024). Ongoing violence
and movement restrictions have severely damaged the
educational infrastructure.

As Rosenberg (2012) points out, “genocide is a
process, not an event” (p. 1). There are countless more
stories stretching back decades. They include the lasting
trauma from previous bombings and attacks on Gaza,
which have profoundly affected many people with com-
munication disabilities and have been the cause of many
disabilities (Jaffee, 2016; Shehadeh, 2015; Thabet et al.,
2013; Unicef, 2023). There are also stories we have not
shared: stories of newborns in the NICU who starved
(El-Bursh, 2024), children with disabilities without access
to modified foods appropriate to their needs (Human
Rights Watch, 2024), deaths caused by the inhalation of
toxic fumes from bombings (Human Rights Watch, 2024),
and much more. Our collective protest can play a vital
role in solidarity with the struggle of those with disabil-
ities for human rights. We keep in mind the words of
Gazan writer, professor, and activist Dr. Refaat Alareer,
who urged those around him, “If I must die, you must live
to tell my story” (Alareer, 2023).

Our silence may be driven by fear, and indeed, these
are fearsome times. A press release by the United Na-
tions Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
(2023) expressed alarm at the worldwide rise of both an-
tisemitic and islamophobic hate and a surge of reprisals
against people who call out human rights violations and
demand justice. In particular, they note that in Western

countries, “calls for an end to the violence and attacks in
Gaza, or for a humanitarian ceasefire, or criticism of Is-
raeli government'’s policies and actions, have in too many
contexts been misleadingly equated with support for ter-
rorism or antisemitism” (United Nations, 2023). A poll
of Middle East scholars in the United States found that
eight-two percent of all respondents (and nearly all as-
sistant professors) reported self-censoring (Lynch & Tel-
hami, 2023). In academia and beyond, people who ex-
press support for Palestinians have been censored,
harassed, fired from their jobs, forced to resign, black-
listed, and threatened with violence (Antczak & Watson,
2024; Gabbatt, 2023; Goldstein, 2024; Human Rights
Watch, 2023; Kersten et al., 2024; Sainath, 2023; Sainato,
2024).

The threats are real for those who take a public stand
against the genocide in Gaza, and we, the authors and
signatories of this statement, are not exempt from those
risks. Some contributors and supporters of this state-
ment remain anonymous because of a lack of safety at
their institutions, threat to their visas and freedom to
travel, and/or because they already occupy vulnerable
positions as students, untenured faculty, and/or margin-
alized scholars and professionals. But anonymity as a
strategy of collective care and mutual protection is not
the same as silence. Whether named or unnamed, every
one of us who speaks up, especially when united in coali-
tion as we are now, helps to create a less dangerous en-
vironment for others to do the same. The risk is worth
taking and necessary. We must not look away from the
atrocities that are unfolding every day in Gaza, the hor-
rors that are inflicted on humans and other living beings,
the devastation to the land, air, water, and the destruc-
tion of culture and history. As clinicians, scholars, and
thinkers who critically reflect on and write about disabil-
ity and advocate for justice, we need to ask:

« What kind of anti-racist and anti-colonial disability
justice praxis shall we propose in the context of an
ongoing genocide?

+ What type of disability justice shall we envision
when the unspeakable and unthinkable is inflicted
upon bodies after bodies?

+ Could we ever write about the constructions of dis-
ability without understanding the colonization of
Palestine and the genocide of Palestinians?

+ Could we ever discuss decolonization, social justice,
and disability without holding Palestine and other
contexts of genocide at the center?

+ How do we actively engage with disability justice
in solidarity with disabled Palestinians, Palestinian
stories, and Palestinian imaginations of social jus-
tice?

+ How can we think about communication and joy
without remembering Omar or the many voices of
others like him?

+ What does Muhammad teach us about extending
dignity to all living beings - something that was not
afforded to him even in his death?
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We view the above questions not as a set of prescrip-
tive queries nor mere reflections but as a point of deep
inquiry for our professions to grapple with and confront.
Our call to action is to hold ourselves and others account-
able for actions that silence dissent and reinforce im-
perialism and colonialism, to reject the supposed politi-
cal neutrality of our professional organizations and their
flouting of the ethics they claim to espouse. We need to
abide by a code of ethics that is based on moral clarity
and social justice. It is at the core of who we are as pro-

fessionals and as humans. In writing this paper, we con-
sciously bypass calls for actions from our professional or-
ganizations because we do not believe the solutions will
come from “above.” Our hope lies in the rising collec-
tive expressions of individuals and coalitions, a commu-
nal matrix of interdependent resistance, willing to assert
human rights, to fight for disability justice, and to honor
Palestinian lives, languaging, and stories.

This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International Li-
cense (CCBY-SA-4.0). View this license’s legal deed at https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0 and legal code
at https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode for more information.
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Appendix

This commentary is co-authored and co-signed by a di-
verse group of speech-language-hearing sciences schol-
ars, speech-language therapists/pathologists, audiolo-
gists, and related language practitioners and scholars.

Co-authoring Members of The Languaging and Hu-
man Rights Collective (listed alphabetically by last
name1):

Sandy Abu El Adas

Shakila Dada

Miriam El-Haoui

Felicidad Garcia

Ellen M. Hickey

F.N. Hussain

Yvette D. Hyter

Caroline Jagoe

Reem Khamis

Mirna Abou Khzam

Andrea A.N. MacLeod

Rizwana Mallick

Benjamin Munson

Vishnu KK Nair

Yaser Natour

Lilly Padia

Jennifer Smith (Ngati Whatua, Ngapuhi)

Crysta Song

Maria Rosa Brea Spahn

Juhayna Taha

V. Tisi

Betty Yu

Signatories2 (listed alphabetically by last name when
applicable):

66 Anonymous Signatories3

Maram N Abed

K Abrahams

Jenna Aiello

Somayah Al-Ees

Yaser Numan Mohammed Al Sabi

Albia

Katherine Anderson

Sannah Aleem

Nasreen Allie

Fateema Ally

Amy M Alpert

Rebecca Amery

Khadija Amla

Emily J. Anderson

Brent Archer

Johnny Askew

Sarah Bellavance
Ahmed Benaissa
Yasmin Beydoun
Kristen Bottema-Beutel
Celia Bouaou

Roua Nour Bried]
Adam Brown

Susan Buell

Becky Burton

Paola A Calle

Jim Cartwright

Adam Chaban

Joe Chandler

Lisa Chapman
Laurence Charest
Rachel Chen

Judi Cheng

Taqwa Cherrak
Hsinhuei Sheen Chiou
Alexander Choi-Tucci
Alatasi Clancy

Delore Claire

Ariel Collins

Fiona Craven

lan Cushing
Fahmeedah Desai
Amanda Eads

Renata Eccles

Erica Ellis

K Emmerzael

Cecilia Espinosa

Leah Fabiano

Warda Farah

Nayyab Fayyaz

M Fernandes
Amanda Fox

Natalie G.

Lidia Rodriguez Garcia
Alycia Garubanda
Maude Gauthier
Asra Ghori

Sana Ghori

Kristen Gillespie-Lynch
Gouwa

Nicola Grove

Ane Gurtubay-Antolin
Rushdah Hartley

1 In the collective spirit of this paper, member co-authors have been listed alphabetically by last name. The order does not imply

greater or lesser contribution.

2 Signatories did not participate in the writing of this commentary. Their signing indicates support of the commentary. In some cases,

it indicates a general support but does not suggest agreement with all aspects of the paper.

3 Each anonymous signatory was verified by email, name, affiliation, or two/three of these identifiers in combination. Among the rea-
sons stated for anonymous participation were lack of safety in their states/institutions; threat to visas and freedom to travel; and

vulnerable positions as students, untenured faculty, and marginalized scholars/professionals.
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Nabeelah Hassan
Shafaq Hassan

Katie Hazdovac

Sarah Hershkowitz
Phillip W. Hewitt
Maribel Serrano Holder
Ichrak

Smoud Issa

Nadhiya Ito

Manar Jaber

Jerrold Jackson
Fakhrettej Jarboui
Tracy Karanui-Golf
Drasko Kascelan
Shubha Kashinath
Hiba Kassir

Tasneem Kharbal
Ghada Khattab
Tatyana Kleyn

Le comité EDI de 'Ecole d'orthophonie et d’audiologie
Tomas Lenc

Alex Létourneau
Jessica Nina Lester
Judit Limon-Hernandez
Katherine A. Lin
Raquel Renedo Lope
Lauren M

Nidhi Mahendra
Faheema Mahomed-Asmail
lhintza Malharin
Aamna Malik
Nosheen Malik

Marta Manenti

Molly Manning
Alehandrea Raiha Manuel
Ayelet Marinovich
Julie Marshall
Andalusia Najla Masad
Suhail Matar

Adele May

Julie Mcintyre
Amanda L. Miller

Mira

Hannah Moffatt

Ons El Mokhtar

Giulia Mornati

R. E. Morwane

Nelson Moses

Gina Moss

Carol-Anne Murphy
Olivia Navarro

Sarah Lynn Neiling
Emily A. Nusbaum
Marina Olmos-Soria
Abeer Otaky

Phuong Lién Palafox
Prianka Parusnath
Thomas C. Pedroni
Anne-Gaélle Piller
Philippe Prévost
BreeAnn Poulson
Suzanne Purdy
Emma Quigan
Reyhaneh Rajabzadeh
Vinita J. Rajah

Eleni Riris

Nancy B. Robinson
Ereeni Roulakis
Phaedra Royle
Rumaisa

Manal Sabri
Kaashifah Saffodien
Iman Salam

Alecia Samuels
Ferre Sandrine
Kathryn Schmidt
JLynn Cravanas Sasser
Michel Seymour
Yasmin Snounu
Gloria Soto

Xigrid Soto-Boykin
Ryann Sowden
Bea Staley

Nancy Stern
Senlika Steulet
Jane Stokes
Amber Surveski
Andrea Tam

Celia Teira-Serrano
Sara Theberge
Kate Tieng

Kerstin Tonsing
Elie Tremblay
Laurice Tuller
Hana Tuwhare
Charlie Anne Urcia
Hannah Valentine
Sumayya Vayej
Ingrid Verduyckt
Christopher Wade
Jason A. Whitfield
Pamela Wiley
Alyssa Winn

Ruth Witherwax
Maria Wong
Brandi Young
Naima Zaheer
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